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Principal Colin Rigby
Assistant Principal Marla Beil, Ed.D.

August 30th, 2021

Dear Cedar Drive Students and Families,

We hope this letter finds you well and enjoying the last few weeks of summer. The summer months act as a
respite to recharge, unplug a bit, and engage in quality time together with family and friends. Following a
well-deserved break, we hope that you are rested and ready to maximize your full Cedar Drive Middle School
experience.

The staff at Cedar Drive is busy making last minute preparations to the building in anticipation of students’
arrival on Thursday, September 9th. From new classroom floors in the seventh-grade wing to a full HVAC
upgrade in the Gym, from new Chromebooks for students to additional classroom tools for instructional
technology, CDMS looks great and our excitement continues to build as we begin what promises to be an
outstanding school year.

We would like to extend a special thank you to the Colts Neck Township Buildings and Grounds Crew,
Custodial Staff, and Technology Department for all their hard work and efforts throughout the hot summer
months. Additionally, we would like to “shout out” our Extended School Year and Summer Bridge teams for
planning and facilitating creative, targeted instruction to students over the past six weeks. Finally, we share our
appreciation for all staff members who participated in curriculum writing this summer and revised the scope and
sequence of our instructional programs to better meet the diverse needs of our students.

As September quickly approaches, we are once again motivated to embrace new beginnings, initiatives, and
programs that will spark meaningful learning and foster significant growth in and out of the classroom. The
2021-2022 school year will provide a chance to connect with teachers and peers, an opportunity to build on
previous experiences, and to explore new curiosities and interests. We look forward to partnering together to
create an engaging learning environment for all students grounded in rigorous and relevant learning, strong
relationships with students, staff, and families, and a shared commitment to active discovery and exploration.
We look forward to strengthening our school community by supporting one another through existing and new
challenges and by celebrating one another’s unique talents. Success will require hard work and on-going
communication between home and school; the results of our collective efforts will contribute to a special school
community capable of accomplishing extraordinary things. Students’ academic and social development remains
the primary focus and a belief in continuous improvement will move the CDMS community forward!

Please review a few important reminders and dates as we prepare for September 9th:

Opening Day, September 9th: Student drop-off will begin at 7:35 a.m. on Thursday, September 9th.  This is a
full day for students and staff. Dismissal will be at 2:23 p.m.



Genesis Parent Portal: On Monday, August 30th, the Genesis Parent Portal will be open for parents/students to
see their homeroom teacher, team, and bus route information. When students arrive at school on September 9th,
they will report to their homerooms where they will meet their teachers and receive their full schedules.

To access the Genesis System, visit our school website at https://cdms.coltsneckschools.org/ ; click on the
“Genesis Parent Portal” icon, located in the blue banner below the rotating pictures. You will need to enter your
username (your complete e-mail address) and password. In the event you are unable to access the Genesis
System, please contact Mr. Phil Capasso at capasso@coltsneckschools.org

E-Alerts and Home-School Communication: This year the Colts Neck Township School district will be
utilizing School Messenger as our main communication method. This system has been set up to sync with
Genesis each night. A test email was sent on August 26th. If you have not received the test email and/or would
like to have an address added, please complete the Email Subscription Form.

One-to-One Chromebook Initiative: We are excited to announce we have new Chromebooks for students at
CDMS. The Chromebooks provide access to Google Apps for Education which provides us with opportunities
to work collaboratively, share feedback, monitor progress, and enhance the overall learning experience for our
students. The annual maintenance and participation fee of $50.00 can be paid through PaySchools, the same
system used to make online deposits for the cafeteria. Thank you for submitting this payment before September
9th. Your child will receive their Chromebook and case from their homeroom teacher. In addition, students and
parents must read and sign off on the “Student Digital Handbook” located within the Genesis portal.

New Staff @ CDMS: Please join us in welcoming our new staff members to the CDMS Professional Learning
Community. We have an outstanding group of dedicated and talented educators and are confident that they will
make an immediate impact on our school community!

● Ms. Jenni DiCarlo, Guidance Office Secretary
● Mr. Nick Lorusso, 6th and 8th Grade Science Teacher; Mr. Lorusso joins us from CRES where he taught

Science to students in grades 3, 4 & 5.
● Mrs. Cara Rossi, Main Office Secretary
● Mrs. Alex Vena, 6th Grade LA/Math Resource Room Teacher/Wilson Instructor Grades 6 – 8; Mrs.

Vena joins us from CRES where she has taught Special Education for the past 17 years.
● Ms. Liz West, Innovation Lab 6, Financial Literacy 7, and Future Entrepreneurs 8

New Students: We are very excited to welcome over twenty new students and families to Cedar Drive! New
student orientation is scheduled for September 1st at 1:00 p.m. for all 6th grade students and 3:00 p.m. for all
new 7th and 8th grade students. A Parent Information Session for 6th grade parents will be held on Tuesday,
August 31st at 6:30PM in the CDMS gymnasium.

Back To School Night: We will host our Cedar Drive Back to School Night on Thursday, September 23rd from
6 p.m.– 8 p.m. Back-to-School Night is scheduled to be an in-person event. 

Whether you are enjoying the beaches of the Jersey Shore, sitting poolside in your backyard, or packing up for a
final summer road trip, we hope you enjoy the last week of summer. On behalf of the entire Cedar Drive
community, thank you for your ongoing support of our schools and students. We look forward to seeing you on
the 9th!

Sincerely,

Colin Rigby and Marla Beil, Ed.D.
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